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RUFUS LEWIS PERRY. 

0 single theory of civil polity will remain for any length 

of time against the opposition of a minority, whose aim 

is to adjust the living of man, This change primarily is 

due to the reforms of life and demands made to reconstruct society to 

meet certain exigencies, The discontent of the minority frequently 

'breeds views and policies conducive to human happiness and human 

good, while the more favored majority in the fulness of power often 

abuse the power conferred, and the confidence reposed. Socialism is 

In Germany the Socialistic Democratic Party is a force in the affairs 

f the Empire, and the day is not far distant when Socialism in this 

ountry will bz a potent factor in politics, unless a greater respect is had 

or manhood rights and certain measures adopted for party policy and 

diency are eradicated, 

For years the march of Socialism in this country has been slow, 

t its tread has bzen sure, It cannot be ignored, because it has certain 

wttfes which appral to us, It is the economic philosophy of the suffer- 



deeds," invites the citizen to his best effort, to do something In life to 
make that life worth the living. It leads to those loftier plains where 

civil, intelIectual and moral manhood attains its greatest development, 

T h e  Article by our fellow member, Rector George Frazier Miller, 

I a scholar of high and brilliant attainment, who has devoted many years 
I 
I 

i to the study of Sociology and Economics, will incline the reader to the 

thought that the aim of Socialism is a high one. 

It is on trial in a section of our country where its principles and ex- 

I ponents won the confidence of the majority. In those ssctions, if its
I 

advocates prove true to their cause, a formidable competitor for recogni- 

tion will have entered the arena of national politics. 

The  Governors of the Hannibal Forum do not dcem it amiss from 

its object in publishing this Article of George Frazier Miller, as our 

mission is to enlighten the members of our race by discussing at times 
I economic subjects, and awaken an interest in the members as to their 

duty to Government and citizenship, firmly bzlieving that a sufficient 

change in condition will restore the race to its wonted rank among the 

other peoplzs of the earth. 
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GEORGE FRAZIER MILLER. 

HE all absorbing theme of the day, and the one of universal 

interest, is the proper adjustment of man to man in the 

economic world. 

The  supreme value of life confers a commensurate importance 

upon the means of living: and as material things are necessary to a 

physical subsistance, the philosopher, out of his spzculative interest, the 

moralist, from his benevolent impulse, and the working man, out of 

consideration of the pinch and strain in making provision for himself 

and Piis, arz led to seek the solution of this most vital problem that 

challenges the attention of the human family, 

A presentation of the claims of Socialism may be approached from 

divers points of view, but the writer, for the present monograph, chooszs 

the ethical, 

Emanuel Kant, the prince of modem philosophers, made many and 

varied classifications, according to the matter, or troth, that engaged 

his attention at a given time. Under one of them, he divided the Uni-

verse into the two divisions of persons and things. He held firmly to 

the doctrine that the person should never be used as a means to an end: 



while the thing is never an end, but always a means to an end whose 

existence is justifiable in proportion as it serves the interest of men. 

I Accepting, as we must, the dictum of Kant to be a true principle, 

the question arises: Is it ~ossible to justify the relation of employer and 

employe: or the use, granted or accepted, of one man's labor for the 

furtherance of another's objects? The case is justifiable or unjusti- 

fiable, according to what factors enter or remain without. And here 

is the very crux of our troubles in the economics of labor, 

1 The  moral demands of the situation are fully met when the em-

ployer uses the labor of his fellow, both in quality and quantity, accord- 

ing to the terms freely and satisfactorily stipulated: and rewards him 

for the same according to an equally free and satisfactory stipulation, 

~ In that case the service is reciprocal, and each is serving his own end 

Where either takes advantage of the other's ignorance or necessity, 

and overcharges or underpays, as the case might be, regardless of the 

legal terms of agreement, he violates the manhood of the other--his 

brother man-reducing him from a person to a thing: he enforces an 

involuntary service or an inadequate reward, and runs into desperate 

conflict with an eternal principle of righteousness-he has wrought 

f ~ f u lwreckage of a moral certitude, 

When the capitalists, despising these principles, combine for self- 

aggrandizement, it is but reasonable that labor should combine for self 

preservation, When man's inhumanity to man shall cease from the 

earth, and justice and equity reign supreme, we may well be rid of both 

the trust and the labor union, each, in its way, a positive detriment to 

society. 







the cost production, 

The  Socialistic movement was put forth to correct this viciws 

&use of men in the cost of their living. The  collective ownership of 

the means of production and of distribution is the remedy which he 

situation demands, and that programme is the quintessence of Socinlism, 

Socialism holds that all public utilities should be commonly owned ,' 

-as is the Post Office, 

It holds that no man should go without work who wants work 

It holds that, the public utilities bring opzrated for service and not 

for gain, every man who works should be working for himself, and not 

for the purpose of enriching some one else, 

It holds that the right to work establishes the corollary of immuniw 

from discharge, except for cause, as is now the law in certain branches 

of government. 

It holds that if a man produce $8.00 of value, he should get $8.00 

for his work, and not $2.50 while $5.50 goes to enrich some one else. 

It holds that each laborer should receive for his toil a living wage 

-the principle of a living wage being a monetary reward sufficient to 

support his family, and exempt his minor children from labor. 

It opposes, therefore, child-labor, 

It stands for universal schooling at government expense, 

It stands for insurance against want in old age: for it holds that 

the farmhand or the layer of sewer pipes, of a meritorious industrial 

r m d ,  is as much entitled to protection in old age, or decrepitude, as 

the judge, or the army officer, who is retired on a pznsion, 
I 

i It stands for political and industrial equality for dl adults. 



I(

I ' 
i I It stands for equal opportunity for all men to improve theif talents,I 
1 I 
I 1 and to advance according to their ability, and not according to the ark 

I 
I trary will, pleasure or favor of persons h power, 

These are but a few points in the Socialistic propaganda sufficient 
1 

for our purpose, which is to furnish an insight to those who might &-
sire to know somewhat of the movement to establish the Cooperative 

CommonwcaIth; to set forth few of its salient features for the contem- 

plation of those who might be inclined to study at length its philosophy; 

! hastening the consummation of the impznding revolution. 
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